GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Public Hearings
& Regular Meeting
December 16, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING ISSUING OF WORKING CASH BONDS
The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comments on the proposal to sell bonds of the District in the amount of $755,000 for the purpose of increasing the working cash fund of the District.

Public Comment = Mr. Brian McElroy asked why the amount of $755,000?  He also asked what the interest rate is on the bonds?

Mr. Perrott responded = The district will have authority to sell $755,000.  We will be approving closer to $350,000. 

President Doglio responded = The rate should be 4% - 4.5%

HEARING FOR THE 2015 TAX LEVY
Mr. Perrott presented the 2015 Tax Levy.

Public Comment = Mr. Brian McElroy asked if GSW was stating the increase of 7% tentatively?  He asked if we needed to hold a Truth In Taxation Hearing?  He also asked if we published this information to the public?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Perrott responded that the requested Levy is for 7% more than last year’s tax extension. What the district will actually receive will be based on where the EAV in the spring.  We are anticipating that the extension will be lower but need to make sure that we capture revenue if the EAV is higher in the spring than currently predicted.    This hearing is the Truth in Taxation Hearing.  Yes, we published the information in The Paper and he showed Mr. McElroy and the board members the Notice from The Paper.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Audience:  Mr. Brian McElroy asked why the Board Agenda was not on the GSW website for tonight’s Regular Board Meeting or if it was in with one of the other Agendas (Public Hearings).

Correspondence:  None  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
· Principal John Engelman reported the following:
· Attendance – 97.2%
· Discipline – 14 – all detentions
· Jodi Latham was in one more time to work with the English-Language-Arts team 
· Aligned curriculum with Common Core and PARCC
· Aligned assessments with CC and PARCC
· 2 Science teaches went to the Raising Achievement Conference
· January 19th - attending a free conference on Writing.
· “Step it Up” prizes each month are given out students
· Subway and Casey’s in Gardner have been very generous with their prizes for our students.




FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review:  7:140, 7:140E, 7:140AP, 7:150, 7:150AP, 7:160, 7:170.   Some of the areas covered are – search and seizures, metal detector use during mass searches, agency & police interviews, administration procedures and conductivity during student interviews, student appearance – dress & grooming and vandalism.

OTHER:
Winter Technology Update = Mr. Logan Murray, Tech Director, submitted his report.  He is working on reconfiguring our cameras.  Adding security cameras inside and outside of the building and updating our camera server.  This work will take place over Winter Break.

Athletic Director’s Report = Mr. Gibson submitted his report on the Fall Sports.  Updates on Wrestling, Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball.

Spring Sports = Board member, Katy Wepprecht, asked about student numbers for both the JV Boys Baseball team and Girls Softball team?  She was concerned that we will have enough JV boys for a separate team. The girls have 9 committed to playing softball, with a potential of 3 or 4 more interested. There was discussion about recruiting more girls for the team.  

JV Boys Basketball team = Katy Wepprecht asked if we could get some help for the boys JV Basketball team.  There are 20 kids and 1 coach.  Possible to get a volunteer assistant or could the Varsity coach help out?  Too many kids for just 1 coach – possibly look at try-outs or cuts in the future and set maximum number of students for the team?

Volunteer Assistant = Katy Wepprecht also informed the board that Blake Marks has been helping with the GSW Boys Varsity Basketball team.  He needs to be approved by the board of education.  Maybe he can be used to help out with the JV team.

OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following projects currently taking place in the building:  
· Generator = Waiting for project to start. Working on lining up interior work.  Some work to start during Christmas break. Generator to show up in mid-January. 
· Mr. Perrott is making the recommendation that we install a lift to allow wheel chair bound / persons on crutches access to the second floor.  He handed out spec / drawing sheet.  We have the space to install the lift on the East end of the building on the first floor across from Mr. Perrott’s office.  The lift would be a great update to our building and allow easier access for all students /staff.
· Doors – gym area/hallway = finishing up with dry wall and painting.
· Health/Life Safety information = David Doglio reported he attended a Conference during the Annual Board Convention in Chicago. Doglio shared information with the board regarding Health/Life Safety projects.

ACTION ITEMS:
· Approval of 2015 Levy
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd reading):  Board Policies 7:70, 7:80, 7:90, 7:100, and 7:130
· Approval of Destruction of Recorded Closed Session Minutes:  Prior to July 2014.  
· Approval of Opening of Written Closed Session Minutes:  Open June 2015 to November 2015
· Approval of Seniority List:  District Staff and Teachers
· December 23, 2015 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of December.

	Superintendent Information Items:
· FOIA REQUESTS:  Spreadsheet was distributed to board members.
· JJC Recognition:  GSW has been recognized by JJC for having the third highest percentage of students enrolled at JJC. GSW has the third highest percentage of its students attend JJC.
· Gardner Area Band is performing the National Anthem at the Peoria Civic Center to open the Rivermen Hockey Game on Saturday, January 2nd. 
· Next regular Board Meeting January 20, 2016
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