GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Regular Meeting
MARCH 16, 2016

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Audience:  Mr. Brian McElroy questioned Action Item on the agenda (the shared bookkeeping services between GSW and Braceville Elementary School).  He stated that the schools should not share this position.  The position should be part-time for GSW and then Braceville should hire a separate part-time person to do their bookkeeping.  He stated that he thinks the monies will get muddied up with only 1-person in charge of both schools.  
Correspondence:  GSW High School received (2) Thank You Notes.  Mrs. Jennifer Arrambide and her family sent a Thank You note for the support, gifts and money they have received from the GSW family.  Mrs. Beth Lawless and her family sent a Thank You note for the support and flowers/plant she received for the passing of her father-in-law and niece.  The GSW Bass Fishing Team also sent out a Thank You note to Exxon/Mobil for the money donation they received. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal John Engelman reported the following:
1. Attendance Report for February –  96.6 %
2. Disciplinary Report for February – 5 incidents
3. Parent/Teacher Conferences were held March 3 and 4 – numbers were down 
4. TVC Meeting (Twin Valley Conference) March 2nd
a.	Both conferences very pleased with how the combination of activities is working.
b.	Planned for future joint conference events. 
5. Scholastic Bowl team took 2nd place at RVC Meet
6. March 9th was a half day of school - teachers continued curriculum revisions 
7. National Honor Society (NHS) Selections were made and their ceremony was held March 15th at 6 pm. There were 12 new inductees this year.
8. EKG Testing – Reps from Morris Hospital met with Mr. Engelman to discuss and plan a day to come to GSW and set-up FREE EKG Testing for all of our high school students. Planning a day in August right after school starts for the 2016-17 school year.  With parental approval, students will be separated in male/female groups and testing in the gym area.  More information will be available in Pre-Registration Packets and during Registration Day in July.
9. PARCC Testing Summary:
1.  GSW HS – 51% of our students met or exceeded expectations. 
2. RVC schools: range from 14-45% and GSW is at 51%
3. SVC – Sangamon Valley: range from 6-65%. Only one school higher than GSW- Cissna Park
4. I-8 schools: 16 – 53% – Only one school higher than GSW. Lisle is at 53
FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS:
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review. Some of the areas covered are – procedures for school districts supporting students with counseling services, exemption from physical activity and how to excuse students from PE class, administration of medicines in the district, EPI-pens and school procedures, administrative procedures on how to prevent the spread of head lice and how to address incidents.



SPEECH TEAM:
It was brought to our attention that students were interested in a Competitive Speech Team at the high school level.  A survey of GSW students and at the 3 feeder Grade Schools showed 29 students were interested.  We put up a sign-up sheet in the main office at GSW HS and had only 1 student sign-up.  We will work on getting the word out to see how many students will be committed to a team.  Mr. Perrott is also waiting for a call back from another school with a speech program to discuss procedures of starting up and having a team.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHER PAY:
Mr. Perrott is recommending raising the Sub Teacher Pay from $80 to $85 for the 2016-2017 school year.  This will be competitive to other area schools.  He reviewed a spreadsheet that Mr. Engelman put together and another spreadsheet that Grundy County Special Education Cooperative put together comparing area schools and pay rate.  The average substitute teacher pay is $87.18.

LIFE SAFETY AMMENDMENT:
Mr. Perrott reviewed the Life Safety Application with the board members.  We will conduct a Public Hearing in April.  This application will be submitted to the Regional Office of Education (ROE) and then forwarded on to the State to approve.  If we can get approval, some of the jobs will be done this summer.  Main priority will be the concrete stairway outside the band room.  The Building and Grounds Committee will meet on Thurs, March 17th at 10:00 AM to discuss pending projects. 

SCHOOL FEES 2016-2017 SCHOOL TERM:
Mr. Perrott is recommending that all the fees stay the same, except for the Physical Education fee.  Currently it is $25.00 and it will be dropped down to $20.00 for the 2016-2017 school year.

IHSA MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL:
Every school year, GSW approves the IHSA Membership application.  There is no fee.  This will be an action item tonight.

OTHER:
The GSW Math Team won tonight – they are RVC Champions for the 3rd year in a row!

NHS (National Honor Society) – Mrs. Brooks asked if our GSW NHS was following the rules / regulations?  Another area school was questioning and looking into their own group.  Mr. Perrott and Mr. Engelman both replied that Mrs. Kukman, our NHS sponsor, runs a very tight ship and is diligent about our GSW students following the rules and guidelines associated with NHS.  Mr. Engelman and Mr. Perrott are very proud of our NHS group and very complimentary towards our sponsor.

OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following:  
· The Building and Grounds Committee will meet on Thursday, March 17th at 10:00 AM in the GSW Board Room to look at items for Life Safety.  
· Mr. Perrot is still investigating the wheel chair lift.  
· The Generator is on-site.  Excel Electric is coming out on Mon, March 21st to install.
· Stage area in the Library.  Looking at removing the current stage, building walls and making this area into an office.  Need to look at the wiring running underneath the stage.




ACTION ITEMS:
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd reading)
· Approval of IHSA Membership for FY17 School Term
· Approval of Non-Tenure Teacher Rehire for FY17 School Term
· Approval of School Fees 2016-2017 School Term
· Approval of Substitute Teacher Pay
· Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement for Shared Booking Services with Braceville Elementary District – Ms. Keeley Christensen
· March 23, 2016 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of March.
	
Superintendent Information Items:
· FOIA Requests: No new items this month
· Residency Verification: Residency verification information will go out in the registration packets.
· BGSW Band and Baseball: The Gardner Area Band (Braceville Elementary, Gardner Grade School, South Wilmington Grade School, and GSW High School) Band will play the National Anthem at the Joliet Slammers Baseball game on June 3.  The game starts at 7:05pm.  This is a BGSW community event.  Tickets can be purchased for the game by contacted one of the schools.  $10 per seat. 
· Dodgeball for Charity:  was scheduled for Sat, March 19th, but has now been cancelled.  A second charity event is being planned for April 24. The days events will begin at 11am with a run.  Other events include a walk at 11:30, games and bounce houses at 12:00, Bean bag tournament at 12:30, Dodge ball at
2:00.  We will also have food, bake sale, silent auction, and raffle going
on during the event. Proceeds from the event will go to GSW teacher Mrs. Arrambide toward the care of her daughter who was recently diagnosed with leukemia. 
· Skills USA: GSW has 1 cosmetology student and 3 Welding students going to Springfield for the State Competition on April 21-23.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HOSA:  GSW had 3 students attend HOSA (Health Occupation Student Association) state competition on March 9, 10 and 11 in Decatur. 
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