GARDNER – SO. WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #73
BOARD BRIEFS
Highlights of the Regular Meeting
November 16, 2016

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Audience = Mr. Brian McElroy, audience member, asked about the Bookkeeper position.  He asked the board if this was a newly created position or if it was a hire to replace an existing employee.  The board responded that the hiring of a bookkeeper was to replace a position.

Correspondence = Letter received from Mark Kirk, US Senator, congratulating the GSWB Band for  participating in the upcoming Washington D.C. Memorial Day parade.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:
Mr. John Engelman, Principal, reported on the following:
· All School Assembly held on October 27th – Safe Driving – presented by Exelon – FREE assembly
· Professional Development in December is planned.  Jodi Latham coming to present to teachers for 2 separate days after school in December.
· SIP (School Improvement Committee) meeting held on November 1st.   Reviewing communications / how student announcements are delivered.
· Parent/Teacher Conference were held Oct. 21 and 22.  There was a good turn-out for Fall Conferences.
· TVC (Twin Valley Conference) meeting was held on Nov. 3rd – Chaired by Mr. Engelman. This group is the River Valley Conference and Sagamon Valley Schools combined.
· January Institute – teachers will combine with both Wilmington and Coal City High Schools.  This will be a Joint Conference type institute day with different sessions for teachers to attend.
· Mr. Engelman attended required IHSA rules meeting to review new proposals
· Discipline for October = 4 detentions, half-day out of school suspension for 2 students and in-school suspensions for 2 students.
· Fall Play was held Nov. 5 and 6
· AED’s are all up-to-date.  They were checked by the Gardner Fire Dept. during our October fire drill.
ESTIMATE OF AGGREGATE TAX LEVY:
Mr. Perrott reviewed the proposed levy spreadsheet with the board members.  He told them that he is not expecting to have to have a “Truth in Taxation Hearing.”  We will NOT levy more than 5% - so this will not be needed.  Rate last year was 2.78% and this year’s will be 2.63%, which is a decrease.

SPRING BAND TRIP:
Mr. Perrott informed the board members that GSW is continuing to receive donations for the trip.  The Band Boosters have received or has had committed approximately $9,400.  This amount does not include any fundraising that is being done by the boosters.  Mr. Leone is submitting a grant through Community Foundation of Grundy County.  Mr. Leone has also visited the surrounding area towns, attending Village board meetings, asking for donations.  He also held a parent meeting letting them know that he is adding a 2nd bus for the trip for parents.  The Band Boosters are also doing some fundraisers to help raise money for the Washington D.C. trip.  They are performing at the Peoria Riverman’s Hockey Game on Feb. 18, 2017, performing this Spring for a Joliet Slammers baseball game and having a Frank Sinatra Night on Feb 25 at Rury’s in South Wilmington.

DISCUSSION:  GRUNDY COUNTY SPECIAL EDUCATION COOP:
Coal City is petitioning to withdraw from the Coop, effective July 1, 2018.  Mr. Perrott reviewed this petition from Coal City and other procedural information with the board members.  This is a 2-year process.  Coal City already submitted Step 1 and is now proceeding with Step 2 to withdraw from the Coop.  The board discussed how this will affect GSW High School, our feeder Elementary schools and fees associated with belonging to the Grundy County Special Education Cooperative.

FIRST READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS/ADDITIONS:
Board Policy Revisions/Additions were distributed to each board member for 1st review.  Most of these policies are related to each other and include: expense reimbursements to staff and board members, personnel technology, usage, social media, responsibilities of internet usage, email server, faculty soliciting donations, selling on property, maintenance of personnel records, and viewing of personnel records.

OLD BUSINESS:
Building/Grounds Projects = Mr. Perrott reported on the following:  
· Library – Coming along. Wally has painted and is in the process of putting up a drop ceiling.  He also needs to hang the door.  He has measured for the flooring.
· Boilers – few leaks that have been fixed and repaired, a pump is being repaired, the 30-year old control panel went down and needs to be replaced.
· Keyless entry – Mr. Logan Murray has met with 2 separate companies this week and is waiting on proposals from each.
· Scrap metal –taken a load off the property and received cash for those items from a local scrap company.  Outside areas are being cleaned up and scrap metal from summer projects is being removed from the school property.

OTHER ITEMS:
Our GSW Math Team won 1st Place at the Beecher Invitational Math Competition tonight, Wed, Nov. 16.   This is the 3rd year in a row that GSW has taken 1st place!

ACTION ITEMS:
· Approval of Estimate of Aggregate Tax Levy
· Approval of Board Policy Revisions/Additions (2nd reading)
· Approval of Facility Usage per Board Policy  – Nate Serena - traveling softball team
· Accept Non-Certified Resignation – Mrs. Keeley Senn (Christensen), Bookkeeper
· Approval to Hire Bookkeeper – Mrs. Sherry Garrett
· Appointment of District Representatives for SB7 Committee – Mr. Perrott & Mr. Engelman
· November 23, 2016 Meeting – cancel the 2nd “regular” meeting of the month of November.

SUPERINTENDENT INFORMATION ITEMS: 
· FOIA Requests = spreadsheet was reviewed
· GAVC Welding Contest = Saturday, October 29th, Local Union 597 Pipefitters held their annual High School / College Welding Contest.  There were 87 contestants from 3 states competing.  They added two new dimensions to the contest this year, one being a written test and the second an intermediate division.  GAVC had seven students compete in the Advanced Category and the results for GSW students are as follows:
· 1st Place = Lucas Residori - $500
· 10th Place = Nathaniel “Junior” Schultz

SCHOOL BOARD CONVENTION:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Annual Convention will be held in Chicago – November 18, 19 and 20.  Administration and board members from GSW High School will be in attendance. They discussed workshops and conference selections for the convention.




BOARD OF EDUCATION REQUESTS:
NONE.
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